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This handy guide will help you process what the Bible says, what
Baptism means, frequently asked questions, and your next steps.

If you're still exploring Christianity and faith in God, you're welcome to read this guide to
understand what Christians mean by water baptism and why we practice it.

HARVEST CHRISTIAN CENTER LIVES TO LOVE PEOPLE, GROW CHRISTIANS, AND MULTIPLY LEADERS.
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Baptism is how you go

What the Bible says about water baptism

Water baptism is a joyful, public step of obedience for those
who have received Jesus Christ. It is not graduation; it is a
beginning and a continuing step of discipleship.

public with your faith. It
does not save you. It shows
you belong to Jesus and

you are choosing His way.

Why we baptize
Matthew 28:19 (NKJV) - “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 2:38 (NKJV) - “"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Jesus was baptized

Jesus Himself was baptized to fulfill righteousness (Matthew 3:13-17). When we are
baptized, we follow His example and obey His command.

It is simply understood
Water baptism is a public step of obedience that testifies to what Jesus has already
done in you. It is giving an outward public witness to the inner work of faith.

What baptism means
Baptism is a sign that points to the Gospel. It is a visible picture of an invisible work.

It pictures death and resurrection

Romans 6:3—4 (NKJV) - “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

When you are baptized, you are saying:

e I belong to Jesus.

e My old life is behind me.

e I am raised to walk in newness of life.

e I want to live openly as a follower of Jesus Christ.

What baptism is not

e Baptism does not save you. Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus.

e Baptism does not perfect you. It is a step of obedience while you are still growing.
e Baptism does not replace attending and belonging to a local church family.
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Frequently asked questions

Am I ready?

You are ready if you have received Jesus as Lord. You do not have to have everything
in the Christian life figured out to take this step of obedience.

How will I be baptized?

We baptize by total immersion. Going fully under the water and coming up is a picture
of burial and resurrection. As well, we baptize “in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

What should I wear?

Dark, modest clothing is best. Avoid white or thin fabrics. Choose something that stays
secure and does not rise when wet. We want to protect your modesty.

When should I arrive?

Please arrive 10 to 15 minutes before service. Our staff member will interact with you
to ensure an easy transition from the beginning of the service through your baptism.

What should I bring?

We will supply the needed towels. You should bring a dry change of clothes and a small
bag to hold your wet items after the baptism.

Will I have to speak?

You'll be asked two questions that confirm your faith. You'll give simple, short, and
affirmative answers.

Can my family take photos?

Yes. We love celebrating what God is doing. Your family can take pics, and we will too.
If you prefer not to be photographed, please tell us in advance.

What if [ was baptized before?

If you were dedicated as a child, baptized before you personally chose to follow Jesus,
or walked away and are now returning to Christ, talk with a pastor about being baptized
again. We can guide you into a renewed commitment to faith and following Jesus.

If you have any other questions, we would be glad to discuss them with you.
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Your next steps with Harvest Christian Center

Baptism is a very important public step. But discipleship is a lifelong journey. We want
to help you keep moving forward with Jesus and with His Church.

Ways to grow right now

e Worship weekly. Make gathering with the Church a steady rhythm in your life.

e Join a midweek group. Growth happens best in relationships, not in isolation.

e Serve. At Harvest, we practice “sit one, serve one,” so you can worship and work.

e Explore membership. Membership is a covenant step of belonging and responsibility.
e Share your story. Your testimony can help someone else take their next step.

Check any that apply

[ 1 I want help starting a consistent prayer and Bible reading habit.
[ 1 I wantto get connected with a study or serve group.

[ 1 I want to serve at Harvest (sit one, serve one).

[ 1 I want to review and pray about the HCC membership covenant.

[ 1 I want to talk with a pastor or staff member about my next steps.

My baptism story

Keep it simple. Share what Jesus saved you from, what Jesus saved you to, and what
Jesus is doing in you now.

My name is:

Before Christ, my life was:

How I came to know Christ:

How Harvest Christian Center has helped me grow:

Now, my life is becoming:

If you want, write a one-sentence declaration you would be glad to say out loud:
“Because of Jesus, "
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Invite your people

Public Water Baptism is a powerful testimony of faith in Christ. Please consider inviting
your friends and relatives to celebrate with you, then follow up with them afterward.

Share your invite list with us, and we’ll use this information for this invitation only.
1) Name and email or address:

2) Name and email or address:

3) Name and email or address:

4) Name and email or address:

5) Name and email or address:

6) Name and email or address:

7) Name and email or address:

Submit your invite list by email or hard copy.

Please return it to us no later than 1 week before your Water Baptism Sunday.
You can email it to myharvestchristiancenter@gmail.com or hand in a hard copy.

Finally, let’s get you signed up for your Water Baptism Sunday.

1) Do you believe that Jesus Christ, as God's only begotten Son, paid the full penalty for
your sins on the Cross and do you confess Him before this congregation as your
personal Savior and Lord?

2) Do you believe that Jesus Christ rose from the grave so you can rise to a new life
and live for Him?

If you give a resounding yes to these questions on your Baptism Sunday, you'll hear the
pastor declare: “"Because of your public profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and
your determination to follow Him, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

If you are ready to follow the Lord Jesus Christ in this next step and schedule your
Water Baptism, please make full use of this packet and turn it in.

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Please note you may still be asked to attend a Baptism class with a pastor.
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